
                       

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School 

In this week’s Gospel we read about the Disciples who are called to be 
Jesus’ companions and who share in the mission of preaching, faith, love 
and peace to the world. How does Jesus call you to be a Disciple? Can you 
name the main areas of concern in your life: work, relationships or special 
burdens or problems? How does Jesus call you to ‘announce the Kingdom’ 
in each of these? 

Thank you to everyone who came to our school family Mass on Sunday. It 
was wonderful to see such a great turnout. The children read and sang 
beautifully, we were very proud of them. Well done! 

Please remember that school is closed tomorrow for Matariki. 

Cold Weather 

Over the last week the weather has changed and got a lot colder. Please 
remember that children can wear warm thermals under their uniform and a 
warm beanie in the classroom. A warm jacket is a good idea to have at 
school to use during playtime and lunchtime. If the school is closed for any 
reason we will put out an alert on the app. Please check that you have the 
school app on your phone. If not could you please let Shirley know at 
school so that we can contact you by text.  

1

St Joseph’s School Balclutha 
Newsletter

WEEK 8 TERM 2 23 JUNE 2022.    

Prayer 
Loving Father          

Watch over your 
children and keep us 
close to your love, so 
that we may be your 

witnesses to the world.        

MASS 
26 June 13 Sunday 

Altar Servers  

Peyton Hickey & Katie 
Murray 

Projector 

Astrid Murray 

VALUE AWARDS 
Do Your Bit 

Teesha Robin 

Lucy McBride 

Lee Crook

School is closed 
tomorrow for 
the celebration 
of Matariki.



Matariki 

Matariki, the Maori New Year, is usually marked by the rise of the Matariki star cluster, the 
constellation commonly known as the Pleiades, and the sighting of the next new moon. Matariki 
appears mid-winter, around June/July in the eastern sky before sunrise. Matariki is a time of 
celebration, when people come together to enjoy the company of friends and family.  

In traditional times, this would have coincided with the end of the harvest, so food was plentiful hence 
the feast. There would have been a Karakia (prayer) about hopes for the future, prosperity, good 
health and plentifulness. 

This week at school each class has been learning about Matariki and we have had lots of fun 
completing all our activities. We came together on Monday to share Karakia which was lead by Room 
Awhero and shared soup and bread together. 
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Covid 19 Information 

Because of the high number of children away from school with sickness at this time the 
Ministry are still recommending that staff and children from Year 4 and above wear masks 
when indoors. For this reason the Board have decided to continue with mask wearing until the 
our next Board meeting on August 16. Please remind children that they can change their 
masks while at school as we have plenty of supply here, there are boxes in the classrooms for 
them to do this. If you need extra masks can you please let me know as we can supply these 
also. 

 
As of Monday 27 June we would like to welcome all parents back into the school. We only ask 
that you wear a mask when you are inside. Please drop into the classrooms to see the 
wonderful work that the children are producing. 
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School email:      office@stjosbalclutha.school.nz                      Phone: 03 4182548   027 4182548 

Principal email:  annette@stjosbalclutha.school.nz 

Website:    www.stjosephsbalclutha.com 

The Yr 7 & 8 children participated in the 
Hockey Tournament on Tuesday. 

Thank you Trish for looking after the children 
on this very cold day. The children had a 

wonderful time and played very well. 

Thank you everyone

South Otago High School 

Perseverance Excellence Respect 

Open Night  
Thursday 7th July 2022 

Tours start at 6pm in the Hall 

mailto:office@stjosbalclutha.school.nz
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http://www.stjosephsbalclutha.com
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